Troop 911  April 2001 News

 Parents:  Make sure your son reads this newsletter and the calendar.  Scouts: Make sure your parents read this newsletter and the calendar.

Calling New Assistant Scoutmasters…..

Our Troop continues to be blessed with large numbers of Scouts.  This is something that most Troops only dream about. Our Troop is fortunate to have a fairly large contingent of Adult Leaders who help in many different ways.  One thing that has become very apparent is that many of the ASMs that have supported us on Tuesday nights over the past few years are now less available during the week, due to work commitments and travel.  Our weekend outings are being covered fine but we are starting to need additional help on Tuesday nights.  Troop 911 really needs 2 or 3 more Adults who are willing to attend our Tuesday meetings and help as needed.  No prior experience is necessary.  This is a great opportunity for those of you who want to help but can’t sleep on the ground.  If you want to help Tuesdays and weekends that’s ok too….

Junior Leader Training

Youth Leaders who have not taken this course before should do their best to attend, especially Star and Life Scouts.   Saturday May 5th from 10:00am – 4:00pm.  Scouts should sign up for this course in the Scout room.  All-day attendance is required.  Trained patch at completion.  All T911 Scouts are expected to complete JLT before reaching the Eagle rank.  Some Scouts may be invited to attend this course as a refresher.

Summer Camp is coming

All Scouts are encouraged to attend.  The fee this year is $145.  This includes 17 meals, 6 nights in luxurious accommodations and beautiful Mountain scenery.  Earn Merit Badges that are not offered by our Troop counselors.  Enjoy boating, swimming, fishing and hiking.

If you have internet access, be sure to check out    www.ravenknob.com     Be sure to check this web site this summer while we are at camp.  Our Troop Photo and candid shots around camp will be posted.  See the Troop Calendar about meetings and deadlines.

Swim checks for Summer Camp

All Scouts going to Summer Camp will be required to take a swim check.  This involves swimming 100 yards.  In late May, one of our Troop meetings will be a swim party.    Any Scout who cannot attend this meeting will be required to take the swim test at Summer Camp.  Remember, it will be more enjoyable at a local pool instead of Lake Sabota at Raven Knob.  Because so many of our camping trips are water related, it is very important that our Troop leaders know the swimming abilities of our Scouts.
Medical Forms

For all Scouts and Adult Leaders under age 40, Class 2 Medical Forms are valid for 3 years.  They must be reviewed and initialed each year.  Be sure to add any changes such as allergies, etc. to the Medical Form.   All of our first year Scouts who joined in 2001 will need to turn in a new Medical Form.   For Adults over 40, a new Medical Form is required every year.  Do not wait until the last minute to take care of this.  Scouts will not be able attend camp without a valid and up to date Medical Form, PERIOD!

Tuesday night meeting format change

Our Tuesday night meeting format is changing.  The Troop leadership (both Adult and PLC) has expressed some concern about the quality of our Tuesday night meetings.  To address this, in March and April, we will be changing the format of our Tuesday night meetings and will reevaluate whether this change is successful.  Our current plan is to have one quality program per month and we will be offering merit badges during the Tuesday night meetings.  In addition, we will be using one meeting every month or every other month for an activity away from

Burkhead (e.g. ice skating, Frisbee golf, Sawtooth Center).  Citizenship in the Nation and Personal Management MBs are currently being taught, along with the God and Country programs.   Late April: Auto Mechanics and Fire Safety MBs will be offered.
What’s your Troop Job?

In Troop 911, every family has a job.   There’s something for everyone.  Do you like camping? Then become an Assistant Scoutmaster.  Can you teach a Merit Badge?  There are over 100 choices.  Would you like to be on the Troop Committee?  Do you see an area in our Troop where we are lacking?  Don’t wait to be asked, VOLUNTEER!    Our Troop is 100% run by volunteers.   Help us remain the best.

Troop 911 WEB Site

See:  Troop 911 Policies,  Letter to new parents,  Cold Weather camping equipment list, updates about upcoming trips, and much more!  Links to documents that contain names, addresses and phone numbers are password protected.  Contact our webmaster for the password.   This calendar and newsletter are on the Web.  Pictures of our trips and events are there.   Go there often!   Here’s our address:  http://www.probenefits.com/scouts.htm        If you’d like to be notified by email when the web site is updated, please email our webmaster, Wes Morgan, at Wes@ProBenefits.com.  Parents, Scouts, or family members (grandparents?!) are welcome to be on this list.
Get a printout of your complete Advancement Status

Our Troop Advancement software has some very nice reports that can tell you what requirements and merit badges you have completed and which ones are still outstanding.  Simply ask Mr. Sink or Mr. Seippel for an advancement report at any of the regular meetings.

Program Patrol Calendar

	March 
Beaver

April
Scorpion

May
Hawk
	June 
Dragon

July
Rattlesnake

August
Buck (Panther)
	September     Cobra

October
       Shark

November     Beaver
	December     Scorpion

January 02    Hawk

February 02  Dragon


