Troop 911  March 2003 News

 Parents:  Make sure your son reads this newsletter and the calendar.  Scouts: Make sure your parents read this newsletter and the calendar.

Scoutmaster Notes
We’re off and running towards a great 2003 for T911!  Participating in 5 bridging ceremonies, we have accepted 27 new scouts into the troop.  While this number may seem daunting, I have the utmost confidence in our current and new assistance scoutmasters to help us stay organized and focused.  As many of you know, we are relatively top-heavy with many Life Scouts so the new faces are welcome.  We just need to ensure that these new scouts begin their adventure in to Boy Scouting on the right foot.  Led by our older, more experience scouts, I know this will happen.  Plans are to organize these new scouts into patrols during the next 7-10 days.  Two older scouts will be assigned as Patrol Leaders for these new patrols during their first year.  It’s going to be FUN!  Carr McCaskill

Commando Weekend Review
Despite the potential for torrential rains, about 30 of us left for CRK for the once-postponed weekend of camping February 22-23.  The rain actually stopped around 1:30 pm and left us with several inches of mud.  It’s amazing what can be learned from mud – one scout learned that if your boots aren’t tied, then the mud will grab your boot and your next step will be barefoot into the muck!  After lunch on Saturday, the troop participated in a two hour service project organized by Ms Patsy Myers.  CRK had been given over 11,000 cans (picture Parmesan Cheese cans) of grass seed and fertilizer.  Our job was to open and dump the grass seed from the cans into large nylon grass seed bags for easier distribution around CRK.  Everyone jumped right in and worked hard and I was proud of their effort.  Numerous games of Commando were then played the remainder of the afternoon and Sunday morning led by our SPL Andrew McFadden.  After dinner, we had a campfire and retired a US flag in the campfire.  Many thanks for David Reavis for being the First assistant for this trip!
March 25
This night we will hold our Investiture Service for the new scouts who have joined the troop.  For most of them, this will be their first ceremony as a Boy Scout celebrating the completion of their joining requirements for BSA.  Remember to have your son bring in the Abuse Pamphlet (in the front of the Scout handbook) with a parent’s signature that it has been reviewed together.  We need this no later than next Tuesday March 18, preferably by March 11.  Parents should plan to arrive at 7:45 for a backpacking class for new scouts and their parents followed by the ceremony to close the night.
March 29-30
Our next camping trip will be on this weekend to Stone Mountain.  Plans are to make this a light backpacking experience for the first year scouts with a more strenuous hike for the older scouts.  We will have a longer backpacking trip in September to Mt Rogers and this break-in trip will prove valuable for the first year scouts.  While it is preferable for everyone to have a backpack, it is not a requirement.  We have 3-4 loaners at the troop and I understand that you can rent one from Great outdoor Provisions ($7/weekend).  You may also try to borrow one.  If you still don’t have a backpack, bring a bookbag at least packed with clothes.  More to come in the class mentioned above.  Scouts should have picked up a permission slip this past Tuesday but if not, it’s on the website.
April 26-27
Piedmont District Scouting Expo will be held this weekend and is a great opportunity to pick up two nights camping.  We plan to arrive on Friday night at the Childrens Home with a full slate of Merit Badges classes to be offered all day Saturday at Wiley School.  More information will follow soon.  Put this weekend on your calendar.
Get a printout of your complete Advancement Status

Our Troop Advancement software has some very nice reports that can tell you what requirements and merit badges you have completed and which ones are still outstanding.  Simply ask Mr. Sink or Mr. Seippel for an advancement report at any of the regular meetings.

Leadership Expectations – (excerpt)

All Scouts in Leadership positions for their next Rank Advancement are expected to attend at least 85% of the regular Tuesday meetings.  They should not miss more than 1 outdoor event during their term of office. Patrol Leaders are expected to attend every PLC meeting.  If a Patrol Leader cannot attend due to sickness, he must make sure someone else from his patrol attends the PLC meeting.

Troop 911 WEB Site           www.Scouts911.org 

Program Patrol Calendar 2003

	January    Cobra
February  Beaver / Dragon

March 
   Pedro
	April 
      Bear
May             Scorpion

June
      Shark
	July            Rattlesnake  
August       Cobra
September  New Patrol 1
	October       New Patrol 2 November    New Patrol 3
December    


