Troop 911  April 2003 News

 Parents:  Make sure your son reads this newsletter and the calendar.  Scouts: Make sure your parents read this newsletter and the calendar.

Stone Mountain Trip Review

Many thanks to Joe and Catherine Singletary for arranging this wonderful trip to Stone Mountain this past weekend.  47 of us packed up and headed to this great state park near Roaring Gap on Saturday morning.  The first year scouts backpacked in from .75 miles out to give them a little experience walking with a pack.  Not everyone had a full backpack but at least carried a full book bag which was just as good for this trip.
It rained (of course) starting about 4:30 Saturday afternoon and a number of scouts got pretty wet.  Supper was cooked under shelter followed by a campfire where a number of clean jokes were told.  Saturday night brought about quite a change however.  The wind howled and howled evidenced by a few tents being literally blown over.  Some scouts discovered Sunday morning that the corner stakes to their tent had come out of the ground about half way from the wind!  Speaking of Sunday morning, the dawn brought heavy sleet which quickly changed to snow.  As many scouts were not prepared for this weather change (which we discussed** at length at Vespers before we departed) the decision was made to leave early for safety reasons.  But several requirements were passed off for everyone and the trip was a success!  

**The BSA motto is BE PREPARED.  We discussed checking the weather before going on any camping trip to be sure that adequate equipment is brought.  There were some scout who did not have rain gear, hats to sleep in or a coat / gloves  for when the sleet and snow came on Sunday.   In BSA and at T911, we want to help build the character of our scouts.  Part of this building process is learning that in life many times things don’t always go as we want them to.  This past  weekend with the weather is a good example of how circumstances can change and we have to be flexible and able to adapt.  Sso please congratulate your scout on his accomplishment this weekend!

Tenderfoot Requirements
One of the challenges many first year scouts have is meeting the requirement of 30 days of recorded continuous exercise.  The exercises are outlined in the handbook and I will hand out a sheet to help them track these exercises on Tuesday night.  If you are working on your Tenderfoot, please do not delay starting this 30 day period.  We want everyone to advance and earn their Tenderfoot before summer camp and the next Court of Honor will be in May.  Please start now!
April 26-27
Piedmont District Scouting Expo will be held this weekend which is a great opportunity to pick up two nights camping and several merit badges.  We will be camping at the Childrens Home with MB classes held at Wiley Middle School.  Plans are also in the works for other camporee-style events to be held.  Please turn in your selected class(es) you want to attend this weekend for a MB.  Use the form that was emailed to you OR you may complete one Tuesday night April 1.  
Summer Camp
Please look for an email soon with the MB classes available for summer camp.  We will be talking about summer camp a lot over then ext month and will have another parents meeting to outline what goes on for our first year scouts’ parents.
OA Elections

Plans are to have these elections soon.   We’ll keep you posted so that you will know when this date has been set.
Get a printout of your complete Advancement Status

Our Troop Advancement software has some very nice reports that can tell you what requirements and merit badges you have completed and which ones are still outstanding.  Simply ask Mr. Sink or Mr. Seippel for an advancement report at any of the regular meetings.

Leadership Expectations – (excerpt)

All Scouts in Leadership positions for their next Rank Advancement are expected to attend at least 85% of the regular Tuesday meetings.  They should not miss more than 1 outdoor event during their term of office. Patrol Leaders are expected to attend every PLC meeting.  If a Patrol Leader cannot attend due to sickness, he must make sure someone else from his patrol attends the PLC meeting.
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Program Patrol Calendar 2003/04
	April         Bear

May          Scorpion

June          Shark
	July              Pedro
August         Cobra

September   New Patrol 1
	October       New Patrol 2

November   New Patrol 3

December    New Patrol 4
	January           Bear        



