Troop 911 News

Parents:  Make sure your son reads this newsletter and the calendar.  Scouts: Make sure your parents read this newsletter and the calendar.

2004

Where did 2003 go?? Oh well, we are ready to take on the New Year and have some exciting events and program changes in store for the troop that you won’t want to miss!  Please check out the calendar on line as we have planned to go skiing at Winterplace, tackle the 82nd Airborne Combat Obstacle Course at Ft Bragg, hold a shotgun shoot at CRK, participate in the spring Merit Badge College and go white water rafting.  All this before Summer Camp!  (I have an inside tip that the weather this year will be beautiful so start making plans!)

We are also starting to promote more leadership from the ranks of our scouts as I would like to see our adults take more of a “backseat” role.  I have encouraged our SPL (Senior Patrol Leader) to take the reins of leadership at each troop meeting to gain experience as a leader and speaker.  We have also begun a program of working on a different scout skill each week starting with the ability to tie a bowline or rescue knot but with only one hand.  You never know when this particular skill may be needed and knowing how to tie this knot with two hands and with one hand could truly come in handy one day.  The skill we will concentrate on are the basic essential skills outlined in the Scout Handbook from Tenderfoot through First Class.

January

After we go skiing on the 10-11, we will hold our second Board of Review on the 20th followed by our Court of Honor on the 27th.  I’m real proud of our scouts for completing as many requirements for advancement as possible given that many of the first year scouts won’t have reached the one year milestone until Feb or March.  

Jan 30 will be our Junior Leader Training session.  This is a Friday evening and the session will run approximately from 5:30 – 9:30 that evening.  The troop will provide pizza and soft drinks and this session is required for all scouts to be eligible to become patrol leaders.  Invitations will go out shortly to all scouts who are eligible for this class.  

February
As we will be camping on Feb 7-9, the troop will hold out Scout Sunday on February 15.  Prior to this, our Committee Chairman, Pete Rodda, will once again lead our Scout Band.  This band will practice on Feb 3 and Feb 10 for the church service on the 15th so if you are in the band at school and want to play (and earn the Music Merit Badge!) then plan to bring your instrument on the 3rd and 10th.

The Burkhead United Methodist Men will need our help on Feb 28th for the Pine Needle delivery.  Any scout who is in town and can come by to help deliver bales of pine straw this Saturday is needed.  There will be biscuits and doughnuts as well as drinks available to get us started and this will count towards your service requirements for rank advancement.

March

Thanks to ASM David Reavis, we are going to Camp Ravenknob on March 5-7 and have scheduled a Shotgun Shoot for the troop.  We are not allowed to bring our own guns to CRK but there will be plenty to go around.  We are also investigating the possibility of having the Climbing Tower or High Ropes Course open for the troop as well.  More details to follow on this trip but it will be different than other camping trips we’ve taken to CRK.

Get a printout of your complete Advancement Status

Our Troop Advancement software has some very nice reports that can tell you what requirements and merit badges you have completed and which ones are still outstanding.  Simply ask Mr. McCaskill or Mr. Seippel for an advancement report at any of the regular meetings.

Leadership Expectations – (excerpt)

All Scouts in Leadership positions for their next Rank Advancement are expected to attend at least 85% of the regular Tuesday meetings.  They should not miss more than 1 outdoor event during their term of office. Patrol Leaders are expected to attend every PLC meeting.  If a Patrol Leader cannot attend due to sickness, he must make sure someone else from his patrol attends the PLC meeting
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